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s ( J R emember that David, Plal. 23.4. 

NF] took as much - comfort m the Rod 
7 wherewith he was ſmitten , as in 
the S'taffe whereby. be was aphol- 


D, 
om den; And I confider that your In- 


71ſdifion over me, is as well correftive for what 
ws amiſie, as direflrve im what is aright. Take 
(I beſeech you) this T ender from my band, as 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


a teſtimony from my heart that I am yours imboth, 
_ 6 at, _ of the one, a embrace the 
other. T bus nudus- ad ignotum, 1 proſtratemy 
ſelf, and pray both for your temporall, and your 
eternal welfare. | 
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PSALME 141- Gs 


Let the Righteous ſmiteme, it ſhall be a kmalneſſe, 
and let him reproveme, it ſhall he an excell ant 
oyl that ſhall not break my head, 


94 S there are two ſorts of finnes againſt 
S God; fins known, and fins unknownz 
LIAR / know my iniquity (faith David of 
WANTAE the one ;) and, Father forgiue them, 
VOID Y for they know. not what they do (faith 
our Saviour of the other :) {o there 

are two forts of kindnefles from man ; known kind- 
nefſe and unknown kindnefle : the known kindneſſe 
is that which conſiſts in charity, in love, and com- 
paſſion to the ; like that which Dovad ſhew- 
bberh, Sew, 9. 3. 18 there mas ny 


Az es 
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of the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew the kindneſſ 


| e of God 
unto bim? (faith the King to Z:ba,) that is, that I 
may ſuſtain, relieve, and do him good, as God in his 
kindneſſe” is wont to ſuſtain, relieve and do good to 
thoſe that ſtand inneed of fuccour : this is the kind- 
neſſe of God,andthat isa known kindnefle, But thea 
there is another ſort of kindneſſe that is unknown, 
ſach as the wotld doth hardly know how todifcern 
froman unkindneſſe, and that conſiſts in ſmiting, re- 
buking and reprehenſion, and this is the kindneſſe 
that David dorh even beg for here inmy Text. Ler 
the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſſe, eFc. 

In which words there are three generall parts to be 
obſerved, which may be-reduced to three heads, and: 
be thus exprelt. 

I. Deſiderium ſane conſtientie, the defire of a 
found and a good confcience ; that which is moſt 
diſtaſtefull toa bad conſcience, is moſt defireable to 
2 good one, viz, To be {mitten and tobe reproved, 
(percuat, & encrepet, Eet him {mite me, lethimre- 
prove me.) x aL | 

2. Eleftzo fidelis.amici, the choiſe of a Faithfull 
friend, of a fitting -perfon to do this office ;* A man 
would be loath that every Iack, orevery baſe fellow 
thould curb, and fnib, and fmize him for hiserrours ;- 
bur a Righteous man, or (if you plcaſeto take the 
word ſo) a right wiſe-man, one that is able togive a 
_ mancounſel], and honeſt tokeep Linas cona/elt; ee 

fach an one fmite in Gods name, let him reprove 
2nd fparenor, (percutiar me Tuſtus & increper, Let the 
Reghreows ſmire me. aud let hins reprove me : it 
be (as the Originall hath it) ſales perentiar, Let hins- 
| _ ſmits- 
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ſmireme, (as it were) witha Haber ; now Mallens 17. 
cutit & eaxrutit,, a Mallet ſerves both ro drive in, and 
todrive out ; ſo his meaning is'; if it be good coun- 
ſell, let himdrive it ing if it be a bad cuſtome, tet him 
drive it out; let him not forbeare me in either, but 
ſmitc home in both. 

3. Acreptatsiofraterng correptiionss, the accepta- 
tion or wel-taking ofbrotherly reprehenſion; David 
did profeſle inthe bebalfe of all penitent and humble 
ſinners, that he would beſo farre from taking it as a 
diſcourteſie, or eſteeming it as a difrepuration tobe 
told of his faults, by ſuch a man, after ſuch a manner ; 
that (faith be) it ſhall. be Mrſericordia', 11 ſball be a 
kindneſſe unto me, yea a mercy, yea more than that, it 
ſhall be O lzam Caprris, (as it is inthe Hebrew) a _ | 


cipall,a , an excellent oyle 1hat ſhall x0: 
my bead : of theſe intheirorder, firſt of the firſt part, 
which is, 

1D 1m ſang conſerentie the deſire ofa good 


conſcience, that is, tobe ſmitren, and to bereproved. 
A ſound heart is like a ſound hand, that canabide not 
only ing and chafing, but fmiting and ſtriking 
tOO, if occa(ton ſerve, and yet neitherfuffer, nor offer 
any harme ; whereas if a man have athorn in his hand, 
Or a Byle, or an ulcerous ſore, the leaſt touch at un- 
awarcs provokes him to impatience, and makes him 
fret at bim that meant himno/unkindnefſe. So fares 
it with a man that hatha thorn in his heart, or an uk 
cer in his foul, I mean, ſome ſecret ſinneor other that 
he loveth and is loath.to-pattwith-; though hebe not 
penopye ptge, if he bebut touched upon the 
by ; as David faith inanother caſe, Tange Monres & 
TEA TR REA INT Ne — funigabunt, 


, hath , . D [ es 
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fumrgabunt. Touch the Mountatnes and they ſhall ſmoke, 
ſo the leaſt touch upon his predominant, his Moun- 
taine-ſinne, makes himfret, and-fume, and fmoke,like 
the- vapours in the clouds, that never leave —_ 
when once they are enraged, till they have vente 
themſelves intoa clap ofthunder : malice will finde a 
vent if ,jitbe but ſtirred witha touch. when thoa with 
rebukes doeft chaſten men for ſinne, He is as amuth, fret- 
t4ng a garment,(faith our tranſlation,Pſal. 29 .11.)He 
that undertakes a:carnal man, with-rebukes to chaſten 
him for ſinne, ſhall finde him play the Moth prefent-- 

; be will be fretting ſecretly, thuugh he make no- 
ew of itqpenly ; aswe ſay ofa Moth,Tizea damnum: 
facit, non:ſonttum, A.moth doth miſchief,and makes: 
no noiſe z ſay, Rebuke him and you ſhall finde him 
a very Moth z if 'he cannot finde a hole tn that.mans 
coat. that ſhall offer to-reprove him, tis a venture but 
he will fret "ws my i3, he "on a—_ __ ſome im-- 

ation of 'ſcandallupon him;orbring ſome ation 
7 law againſt him, one way Or other herilbe re-- 
venged upon him for it. Itsdeath'to an ill minded. 
man tobe ſmitren for his faults. But then cometo a 
man of an honeſtheart and'ian humble minde,one that 
is truly: conſcious. to hisown defects, and ſuchan- 
ene will be fo farre from taking it ini{lpart, or in in-- 
dignationto- be, touched for his tranſgreſſions, that: 
bewillratherincreatanygood man, orany good Mi- 
niſter, as the man of God intreated his neighbour, 
» Reg. 20.35. Smite me I pray thee in the name of the 
Lord -Ifthou knowelt any thing that is amiſle inme, 
or ſcelt me de any thing that maybediſpleaſing to- 
God, or prejudiciall romy calling, tomy credit, or: 
tO) 
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to my conſcience to'God-yard ; do not favour me, 
do not forbeare me, but deale truly and effefually 
with me, and ſmite me I pray thee, 'tn the name of the 
. Lord, And ſuch was Pavids diſpoſition in my Text, 
though he were a Prince, anda man after Gods own 
heart, yet was he ſo farre from delighting to heare 
himſelf flattered fot his vertues, that he did rather 
even deſire and long to feele himſelf ſmitten for his 
vices: percutzat & zncrepet, let bim ſmite me and re- 
proug» me. 
*A man would think that David had ſmiting 
enough, if that were good, he ſhould deſire no more. 
Almighty God had ſmitten him (as hefaith him- 
ſelfe) with ſuch a fore diſeaſe, that there was no reſt 
in his bones, no breath in his body by reaſon of his 
{in. Beſides that his enemies had ſmitten himon eve- 
ry fide, They came about me like Bees (ſaith he) anima[- 
que in vulnere ponumt they ſmote himand'ſtung him, 
though it were to their own adag atioagh they 
left their very lives and ſoules in their ſtings. Be- 
yond all theſe, EX a own heart had ſmitten him 
more than once ; when he numbred the people, His 
heart (mote him ({aith the Text, 2 Sam 24.10.) To 
teach us how our hearts ſhould ſmite us, when we 
conſider the number of our ſins. So whenhehad but 
cut Sasls coat, his heart ſmote himagain, as much 
perhaps -as it would have done fomeother ifhe had 
cut Saulsrhroat: I lay, if ſraiting be good, ſurely Da- 
wid had enough of it; and yet you ſee there was an 
wnicum deeſt, one thing wanting to allthoſe firings; 
He that knew the ſtate and temperofhis own ſoul, 
did ſenſibly finde in himſelf that if he were bur ſmir- 
ns en 
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tel again in another kinde, if the righteous would 
but faite him too, it might be a means * do him as 
much, yea, much more good, than all the reſt had 
done. But ſtayand let us reaſon the caſe: why ſhould 
Davwid deſire to be ſmitten once more, having been 
ſo much, and ſo often ſmitten before > I will tell you 
what I think his reaſon might be. 

1 Y+ wideat , that hee might ſee his errours. 
We have a ſaying, that ſtanders by ſee more than 
Gameſters : ſo another man may ſee more by his 
friend, than perhaps he ſees or perceives by himWlFf. 
Hence I take it, the Prophet Gad is called Davids 
Seer, 2 Sam.24+11. We know that Dawid was a Pro- 
phet himſelf, and had Revelations and Viſions from 
God as well as Gad; and yet even he bada Seer depu- 
ted for him; and doubtleſle Gd had a ſpeciall inſpe- 
Qtion into Davids wayes and aftions,and ſaw more 
by bim, many a time, than he _ himſelf, and 
aan. back many of his ſinnes to his ſight and re- 
membrance which had formerly eſcaped him unſeen, 
and unrepented : for this cauſe, I ſuppoſe, doth the 
Holy Gboſtentitle him D av/ds Seer, So Num.1o. 

31. when the Iftaclites were travelling in the wilder- 
neſie towards the land of Promiſe, though they had 
the Cloud to dire& them by day, and the Pillar of 
fire tcodire& themby night, yet they deſired 7erhro to 
be in ſtead of e3es unto them (as the text expreſleth it:) 

Why 2 What need had they of Jerhro to beeyes un- 
$o them, ſeeing they had the infallible guidance,and 

direion of the Cloud and fire of God? Yes, for 
+ though theſe were guides unto them in generall, yet 
for particular. places and paſſages in the Deſert, 7e- 
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throes direQiqn was inſtead of eyes unto them , be- 
cauſe he knew the dangers ofthe wildernefſe which 
they knew not. SO though a man for the gencrall 
courſe of his life and converſation may have the 
heavenly guidance of Gods holy Spirit, and the ble(- 
ſed guardianſhip of Gods holy Angels; yet in par- 
ticular caſes and circumſtancesof a mans demeanour 
and carriage, a /ethro, a loving friend, that will deale 
truly and plainly witha man, =_ be in ſtead of cyes 
unto a man, to informe him of what is aright,and re- 
form him in what is amiſfle; to ſhew him much good, 
and fave him from much evill that might befall him. 
They fay,that a Mole is blinde all herlife, and never 
ſeeth till the very point of death; for then the extre- 
mity of the pain breaks open the filme of hereyes, 
and then ſhe ſceth, but then her fight doth het no 
ood. Whether it be ſoorno, I dare not affirme ; 
ut fo I have heard and fo I haveread: andſurely(me 
thinks) it is a lively reſemblance of the wretched 
eſtate of ſome kinde of men, that go blindlings on in 
an evill courſe of life, like the blinded 4ramzrres, 
2 Reg.s. that thought they had been in the way to 
Dothan, when theywere inthe miditof Samara , fo 
theſe think themſelves in the way to Heaven , when 
theyare in the midſt of Sathans kingdome and do- 
minion; till they come to die, then the extremity of 
their paines may peradventure break open the filme 
of their hearts, to ſee their own miſerable eſtate 
m_— ſinnebefore God; butwho cantell whether 
their {ight doth then do themany good, and not ra- 
ther torment them the more. Happy therefore is that 
manthatcaw meer with ſuch a friend asGad and /erhro 
+ TEM B 2 was 
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was , that will be inſtead of an Oculiſt unto him-;' to 
open his eyes by ſobcradmonitions and ſeaſonable 
reprehenſions, that he may ſee his fins.intime, and 
ſave himſelf from this ſame 7xcais Yyeret (as S. Peter 
termes.1t, As 2 40.) this perverſe, KRIOFAY da genera- 
tt0n, Weread,1 Sam. 1427that when forathan had 
taſted the honey with the top of hisrod, the: Text 


| faith, hes eyes-mere opened, and he ſai that he had done 


amiſle.. This, in my conceit, .is a-lively reſemblance 
of lovingreprehenſion ;: the Rod-(youwill fay) isan 
embleme of correction, andcaſtigation; and the ho- 
ney. may well paſſe for an embleme ofa ſweet and lo- 
vivg diſpoſition z put both theſe together, the Rod 
a the Hony, Reprehenſion and love, orfiveet and 
loving reprehenſion ; ifanything in the world open 
4 mans eyes and make him ſee he hath done amiſſe, 
that will do it. Agd this may be one reaſon why Da- 
vid deſized to be ſmitten, to be reproved, #t.videar, 
that he might ſee his ſins. 

2. Vt doleat, that he might grieve for his (ins, It 
is with many a man, as it waSwith 704, who loſt his. 
cattell, loſt his children, loſt all the goods he had, 
yet all theſe loſſes never troubled him; tillthere came 
2 nuntto, a meſſenger that told him of it; then 70+ 
rent his cloathes, and humbled himſelf in duſtand: 


” aſhes : thus doth many a man run on ina carelefſe 


courſe of fin, till.he hath loſt himſelf, loſthis ſoul, 
loft the favour of his God, and the hope of Heaven 
by Chriſt ;. yetall theſe loſſes nevertrouble him,un- 
t11l ſome 372170 come, ſome good Miniſter,or neigh- 
dour, or. meſſenger from God, andtell him-how the: 
caſe ſtands betwixt God and his ſoul;then hegrieves, 

+. 7 9s 0 non 
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then he grones, then or never will he humble himſelf 
before the Lord; as S. Paul told the Corratbrans, 
2 Cor.7.8,9. Though I made you forrywitha letter, I do 
' 2201 repeat me, becauſe your ſorrow brought you to repen- 
tance. Sohe is a happy man that can make his friend 
ſorry for his finnes extherby letter (as Pauldid here; 
and Eliah elſewhere, 2-Chros.2 1.12. who would noc 
O to Tehoram to reprove him to his face, but left a 
Fetter, or a writing to be ſentunto him, which was 
- brought him afterward , when Ehabwageitherab- 
ſent ordead, anda bitter one it was, as there you may 
reade ;) I fay. either by letter,orby word of mouth; 
any way he that can make his friend ſorry for his ſins, 
doth him-an bappy kindnefle ;: becauſe this ſorrow 
may bring kim to repentance, repentance brings him 
home to Godand in God every man hath his quzerrs 
eſt, a happy diſcharge from all his ſinnes, And this 
may be anorher reaſon why David defired to be ſmit- 
_ yet more, wt dolear, that he. might grieve for his 
inne. 

3 Vt dafiſtat., that he might leave his-finnes, we 
read, Num. 22:34. that when Balaam forthe wages 
of unrighteouſneſſe was riding on to curſe the peo- 
ple of God, and- that.God had opened his cyes to 
ſee the revenging Angell that withſtood him in the 
way, and ſaw thatthe Angel did not ſmite him with 
his ſword, as he might have done, but only ſmote him 
with his word, and reprebended him ; the text ſhew- - 
eth how modeſtly, . how. meekly hee ſubmitred 
himſelf, and. faid, Now Lord (faith he) if my way dsſ- 
pleaſe thee, F will ger me back again, andgo nofurther, . 
In like manger when thy.conſcience ſhall tell thee, 

<5: "WE hs and 
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and Gods Angel, .I mean, Gods Miniſter ſhall make 
it appeare unto thee, that "= way diſpleaſeth God, 
that thou haſt led thy life in ſuch a way as God doth 
not accept; be not thou more obſtinate, more head- 
ſtrong than Balaam, who is generally holden to bea 
Sorcereranda Witch ; bur if thou haſteſcaped ven- 

eance, and art but fairely ſmitten with a rebuke, re- 
Dlve with thy ſelf, and fayas Balaam did, Lord, I 
perceive my way is diſpleaſing in thy fight, I will 
therefore return, I will repent, I will deſiſt, and fin no 
more. Thus did S. Paul, as you may reade, As 9g. 
when he had gotten authority fromthe higher pow- 
ersto binde, and carry captive all that called upon the 
name of Ieſus Chriſt, he went on (faith the Text) 
turrivr crane, like a tired Wolfe, breathing out threat- 
nings and ſlaughiers againſt the people of God, && ſi non 
aligua nocuiſſet, morruw eſſet, if he had not done ſome 
miſchief, he had been breathleſle, he had been a dead 
man : well,ourblefſed Saviour meets him in the way, 
ſmites him down from his horſe,$& gives him a ſveet 
and yet a ſearching rebuke, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me, &c. after this that he had beenthus ſmitten, 
you never read that everheſhewed his letters , that 
ever he drew forth his commiſſion, or went about to 
put his purpoſe into practiſe ; but immediately deſi- 
ſted, and turned a new leaf, and became more zealous 
for the Goſpell, than ever he was againſt it. Thus 

God told Avimelech, Gen.20.6. Cohibut te, I reſtrai- 
zed thee, | with-held thee, or kept thee back from: [iz- 

n1ag againſt me. How did God with-hold him, or by 
what means ? See the laſt verſc of that Chapter; he 

{mote himwith a judgement, and thatdeterred 7 im 

om 
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from-it: if there be any means under Heaven to re- 
ſtrains man from ſin, or (as S. [eames his word is, y.ac- 
y 10 /Meu, Tames 3+2+) ro bridle, and curbe a man 1n, 
from (inning againſt God, and againſt his own foul , 
it is this preventing ſtroke ofthe handot God ; as 
Ahazieh told theman of God, 2 Chron.2 5. Forbear, 
why ſbouldef thou be ſmiten 2 It isa happy thing when 
a man will be won by fair means, to forbear before he 
be ſmitten,;but be that will norbe wonby foul means, 
to forbear when he is ſmitten, if ſmiting will nor 
make a man to forbear finning, it is a ſhrewd figne 
that man is Conclamat ſpes, little hope of his amend- 
ment. And for this cauſe I fu that David (in 
the laſt place) might deſire tobe ſmitten yet again, 
ut deſiſtat, thagghe might forbear, that he might leave 
his ſin, and 10 much ſhall ſerve tobe ſpoken of the 
firſt generall part of my Text, which I termed deſide- 
 1r1umſane conſcientiethe defire ofa found and a good 
conſcience, that is, to be ſmitten and reproved. The 
next is, 

2 Eledfro fidelts amicr, the choice of a faithfulf 
friend, of a fitting perſon to dothisoffice of kind- 
neſle for a man that deſerves and defires it, pereutiar 
me juſtus, Let the Righteous ſmite me. X ou may by ju- 
ſts underſtand Chriſtus (as fome do) or you may by 
Jsſtx« underſtand ſans (as others) but my conceit 
leads me to take it in the plaineſt and direReſt ſenſe; 
{o that by a righteous man, I concetveto be meant, a 
rightwiſe man, a ſober, A man, a man of 
go0d temper, good government, and good diſcreti- 
on; if any man undertake to ſmireme (faith Davrd) 


let it be ſuch a manor none; for why 2 if a Righteous 
Or 


—_ Vaknown Kindneſſe, 


ora Right-wiſe manſmite me and reprove mehe will 
doit | 

: $;nefele,without gall, without bitterneſſe. For 
4s there-is 2 fault in too much lenity, too much for- 
bearance,and indulgence, where there 1s juſt cauſe 
of ſharperreprehenſion, which was Elzes fault in the 
caſe of bis ſons, 1 Sam.z.1 3. the Text ſaith, His ſons 
made themſelves wile, and he reſtrained themn20t, (So 
our Tranſlation renders it) but the Originall is more 
expreſſive, for there it is, maled:#tonem taferebant [i- 
b;, they brought a curſe upon themſelves by their 
wicke lives, 07 corrugauit frontem 13 e0s 5 he did 
not ſo much as frown or-bend his browes upon them, 
Wheruponſaith Bernard, qura irs Eli tepmit tn filios, 
774 Dei exarſit in illumbecauſe the anggr of El: waxed 
cold againſt his fons, the anger of God waxed hot 
againſt him, I ſay, as there isa fault i, too muchle- 
nity and-indulgence, fo there is as great a fault in too 
much virulency & bitterneſle. David complaineth, 
whether of his friendsor of his enemies;that they gave 
him gall t0 drink: this we know was prophetically 
ſpoken, and literally fulfilled in our Wh athis 
Paſhon: but ſurely David ſpake itof himſelf ina me- 
taphoricall ſenſe, meaning that their words and re- 
bukes wereas bitter, as vile, andas diſtaſtefull to him, 
as .if they had put gall into his very drink. Now ob- 
ſerveit when you will,you ſhall find,that theſe harſh, 
theſe 17 2a upon 10nsdo never work kindly toa 
good diſpotition, as $. Tames ſaith, Tames 1.18. The 
wrath of man worketh 320: the righteouſneſſe of God, 
that 15, a furious or a railing reprehenſion doth not 
perſwade or move a man, ſo as that thereby he is won 


[@ 


ro God,or to goodneſle: for one will take that which 
commeth atm 77" ng to proceed rather outof 
ſpightfulneſſe and ſpleen, than of love and good 
ning, and fo it fals to the ground without work- 
ing that goodeffeR, which wholeſome reprehenſion 
ſhould work, that is, it doth not frame nor work a 
mans. heart to-the-righteouſneſle of God. Nowan 
undiſcreet man inhis paſſion, is 1anquam leo im vi ſus 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks) likea'Lion in his rage, and 
hath not the- wiſdome nor grace to. moderate and 
contain himſelf from-wordsthat areas bitter as gall, 
yea, as ſharpas ſwordsand arrowes, like ſivords that 
wound a-man if he be near hand, and like-arrowes that 
follow himand wound bim thorow if he be afar off: 
they never {mite 2 man, but they wound him in his * 
reputation; But then let a righteous man, ora right- 
wiſe man undertake-to ſmiteor toreprove, and he 
will dO it, @ vra/udriryairrre; (as theApoltle ſpeaketh, 
Gal.6.1:)1n the ſpreir of meekneſſe,and will endeavour 
(as the Text faith): z27apritun; not ſo much to re- 
hend, as: to reſtore ſuch a man toa Centr ading hats 
be found himin; lit is2 metaphortaken from Chi- 
rurgions. and Bonesſetters, that when they undertake 
a diſlocated joynt to reſtore ir and feritright, they 
do it with as much tenderneſſeas poſſibly they can, 
and with as little pain as needs miſtto the patient ; 
as hethattaketh a mote out of ones eye,taketh itout 
exceeding warily and” tend-aly, left: he put out the 
eye alſo : ſo tenderly, ſo feelingly will a manof difl- 
cretion go to work in the mannerof his reprehenſi- 
On, as 4. the caſewere his own; as if bhirnſelfivere in 
the ſatae condition. Therefore if any man ſmite me, 
C. (Gith 
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(Girb David) let bim be 2 ri s, 2right-wiſc 
+ man, for ſuch an one willdo it, /ine fee yithourgall, 
without bitterneſle. orf4 >, | | [HL ERIC | 


12 Stine publizationes, without publiſhing, divul- 
oing,and telling it tothe world. It was our Saviours 
rule, Matth.18.15. if thy brother offend, corripe inter 
16 ſe, g0. and rebuke himbetwixt theeand bim alone, 
make no. words of it to a multitude: wbimalum con- 
ttngit tht moriatur where an evill ariſerh,let it receive 
private admonition, and there let it die. We reade 
19 the Goſpell, ark 7.33. tharwhen our Saviour 
went about to cure the man that was deaf and dumb, 
the, Text faith, He took hem aſide from themultirude, 
zaf Her, De took him in band privately and peculiat- 
y to bimſelf; in like manner, wouldeſt thou do a 

pirituall cure upon a man that isdeaf, andwill not 
heare good counſell; dumb, and will not open bis 

mouth in prayer to God; Take him aftde: Doas a 
diſcreet Chinon with a-modeſt Patient , whoſe 
ſecret complaint hath more ſhame than pain; I ſay, 
take himaſide ; for to undertake him beforethe face 
ofa multitude, is rather towound him, thanto heale 
him, Brotherly-reprehenfion muſtbe auricular, no 
care muſt heare it butthe owne parties. According to 
our Saviours after-charge be had done many of 
bis cures, See:thou tell na man of ir, tell it the partic in 
Gods name;and ſpare not, but tell it no manelſe.; As 
Dawdcried out when be heard of Sanls & Torarhars 
notimely and unfortunate cnd, 2 Sam.1.20.Tell ir no 
17 Gath, publiſh it not in tbe ftreers of Askelos , left the 
daughters of the Philiftims rejoyce, left 1he daughters of 
the uncircumciſed triumph. 1 carmotbut wonder (by 
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the way)why Dovid ſhould mention only the daugh- 
ters of the Philiſtims;and the daughters of rhe uncir- 
cumciſed ; why doth henot fay aswell, Tell it nor, 
leſt the ſons of the Philiſtimsrejoyce, and the ſons 
of the uncircumciſedtriumph ? ſurely, it ſhould ſeem 
that Daughters (I mean) Womer-kinde, are farre 
more prone to flout and mock, to jeate and frump, to 
rejoyce-and triumph, to tattle and tell talesof the 
weakneſſes and fratlties, the caſualties and miſcarri- 
ages of men, far more than men that are of underſtan- 
ding, that know what humane frailty is: therefore 
(faich, Douid) whereſoever you tell it, rel 52 nor 14 
Gath, in what ſtrcers or townes ſoever you publiſh ir, 
publiſh not #1 in the ftreers of Askelon, amongft the wo- 
men-kind, amongit the rsof uncircumciſed 
Philiſtims, for they willbe {6 far from grieving and 
relenting, that they will ever __ and FeJOyee at 
it, Herein thei is the diſcretioivof'2 tightiſe mim 
ſcen, that though he tell the party detinquent of his 
faults, he willtellno manelſe of it, he will not blaze 
it tothe world z- ſuchan one will give his admoniri- 
ons, as he gives bisalmes, 7s ſecret, that noe fhalf 
heare it, none know of it ; but he only whom it con- 
cernes IE (faith David) if I be —_— and 
repro it arighteous, by a right-wife man, 
for he will do' it branes he will make no 
noiſe, make 00 words of irc (0 097 00 I 
3 Size contumelia,without diſgrace; xripht-Wiſe 
man,though he tell his friend of his follies to reform 
him, be will not tell irinthat manneras to diſgrace” 
him, In:the ceremoniall Law,God-commandedthat 
the very Snuffers for Lamps in III A | 
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beofpuregold, I ſuppoſe, to intimate that they who 
 arecenſurers and corecors of others, ſhould be holy 
and blameleſſe themſclves 3 now- he: that ſhall rop a 
candle, and then throw the ſiuffe abourthe 7 
doth offend more, -and do more hurt with the ſtench, 
than he did good with his diligence z1nlike manner, 
he that ſhal firſt rebuke hisbrother,and then diſgrace 
bim, doth bim more hurt with the one, 'than he did 
him- good with:;the other. -The Apoſtletelleth us, 
that love covereth a mulittude of ſins, notonly Charity 
Det, the love and kindneſle of God, and Charitas 
Chriſi,the love and compaſſon of Chriſt, but Chare> 
t45 amici too, the kindneſſe and love ofa frierid, if he 
be true and faithfull, willbe the ſame that Shems and * 
Tapbers cloak was,a means under God to cover and to 
hide the weakneſſes and deformities of hisfathers 
and brethren: Seean exampleof it:ih our bleſſed $4- 
viour, Lukeq 37 .,,when he hadoccafion to ſpeak of 
the-penitent woman that: waſhed his feet with her 
teares, and wiped them with the bairesof her head; 
ſee bow favourably, how tenderly, he makes mention 
of her, and the worſt language he gives her is;that ſhe 
Was hee" a ſinner , There was a woman inthe City 
which was a ſinner, Alas, what woman was not, what 
woman .is not a ſinner? Ve do eaſily gueſſe what 
the woman was,and.what her ſin-was; but ſee the ten- 
dernefle and goodnefle of our Lurdand Saviour, that 
names neither the woman, nor the finne,: but ſpares 
her reputation, becauſe he ſaw her repentance. Thus 
did the Fatherof theProdigall Childe, Luke x 5 .ult, 
when he was driven by neceſlity to ſeek reliefe in his 
Fatheps houle, and came and ſubmitted himſelf; ſee 
j "TT bow 
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how bis elderbrother reviled him, how baſely, how 
contemptuouſly , how diſgraceſully he makes men- 
tion of him; werſe 30.4 This-1by ſonne (faith he) 
that hath (pent thy :lruing: upon; bariots;, ſhall chave 
more kindnefle from thee; than I that never angred 
thee. He doth not ſay, This my brother, but, 7 hs :by 
ſoxne, as if he had been nothinga kinto bim, ſeeing 


- 


he iyas grown into-povertyyand driven by neceſſity to 
make bold ich bis friends . Such 1s the Jopped Lit: 
fition of il-minded men, if they know any thing 
bo a man that may anyway gugvcs him, he ſhall be 
ſure to have it laid inhis diſh when he fares the worſt. 
But then ſcethe good .natureofhis gpod-Father,how 
' he ſeeks to cover andto hide the deformity of his 
ſons offence under favourable and gentle termes, This 
my ſon was dead (ſaith he) and#0m s alive, w.is boft and 
#0w is found ;and ſoburicsallin oblivion, and makes 
no. teproachfull mention of them,.; Thus favourably 
doth the Scripture ſpeakiof Dvds Frear offence.D a- 
vids heart wayupright-inal things (ſaiththe rext) fave 
only in the matterof /riah, 1: Reg, ri5.5 £ib is not ſaid, 
fave only in the murtherof/ 7/4b) but ſaugonlyiri the 
matter of Vriah;what that matterwas is toowel known 
but the boly Ghoſt ſeeks to cover it,that there may 
be no diſgracive mentionof it. It is meatand drink 
tro ſome kind of people, if they canbyt findeany. juſt 
accuſation againſt a nangtodifgrace him'by itiS. He 
ſi:» compares ſuch to D#ves's' Dogs that lay lickin 
and ſucking of Lazarw's ſores; they: mediednot wit 
his ſound parts, but only with his ſores; {© let a:man - 
have never ſo many good parts,they make no mention 
of then, but if he have butone ſore, (i) an infitmiry, 
FD C 3 you 
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you ſhall have them licking at that continually;never 


chance to'ſpeak of him, but that is at their 
end. Well therefore did Dauidabandonall unrigh- 
teous men from having'to dowith him, and make 
choiſe of one that isright-wiſe and honeſt, to ſmite 
and to reprove him; for ſuch an one will do ir fe con- 
rumelia, wichour diſgrace. | 

4 S:ne adulatione, without flattery, without abet- 
ting or juſtifying a mar in his evill courſes. For there 
is, (as one bath well obſerved) a twofold Iuſtificati- 
on; 1. A juſtificationofa finner from his fins. 2. A 
juſtification of a ſinner in his fins ; the firſt is an at 
of Gods metcy; the ſecondisana of mans flattery : 
the former 'isan happy andbleſſed thing, when God 
is pleaſed in mercy to juſtific and acquit,to diſcharge 
and free aguilty ſoul from the bond and puniſhment 
of all bis ſins; by the merits, and by thebloud, and by 


The Spiritof leſus;Chriſh, The'latter is @wofull and 


accurſed thing, when thawſhall ſpeak good of cvill, 
and labour to juſtific' another ' mans {ions though 
riever ſo:vile and foul; it-is ſucha Tuſtificationas 


without Gods: infinice tnercy/will bringia man to 
everlaſtingicondemnarion; iand yer ſuch ſervile ſpi- 
rits there be, that for their own willſooth 


a-man up (ifheberich orgreat) inall his wayes and 
wickedneſſe: Let him finne what he will, they will 
not check 'hiny;/ proje& what he will, rhey will not 
chwirt himy ſay whidt he will,theyare ready ro ſecond 


him; and let him be what he will, they applaud and 
admire him. Oh, what. amiable friends are theſe ! 
theſe lovea man, asthe Ravens love his eycs,0r as Da- 
lulah loved Sampſon, when ſhe hugged and lulled him 
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her lap, and then cut of his lock, whichwas the onl 
ligament that tied and faſtened himto his God, fo 
ſhe didwhat lay inherevento cuthim off from God. 
Theſe are they whom the Prophet termes Camentari- 
0s d1abols, the devils dawbers,Ezech. 13. 1o0-The com- 
pariſon ſtands thus z whena.man dwels inanold rui- 
nous houſethe Maſon comes and plaſters and dawbes 
it over, making the In-dweller beleeve that all is 
wellchat-it is a ſound and a ſolid ivall, and be may 
dwell ſafely init, when the houſc 1s indeed ready to 
fall, drop down, and ſmother him. Such are they,that 
will not ſticktoperſwadeamanthat his caſe is good 
to God-ward, that he bath-no cauſe to be diſconten- 
ted or ill-conceited Cre A when _— an ul. 
ciſcr 1u prompts (as the Apoitle rg Ve 
peance 15 ina readinefſe to fall down and ſeize upon 
im. Another cals them the devils Vpbolſters (in 
relation tothat,Ezech.,x2 .18;) itthey ſce a man lean 
rowards a (in, they will jowa pillow under bis arme- 
hole, that is, ſooth bias up 1n his inclination, that 
he in it withas little trouble and unreſt 
as poſhbly may be. Theſe be wofull friends, God de- 
liver every good man from having ſuch burs On 
bis ſkeve, from having his head broken with t 
pretious balms (as our Tranſfation reads my Texr.) 
For my' part (faith Pata) give mea true friend thar 
will (mite me, as fora flatterer that will ſmooch me, I 
bate and abborhimy give meſuch a friend as islike 
thoſe ſawces which a man commends with teares in 
his eyes,whoſere is like fomewholeſome 
potion, though it make a man ſick forthe preſent, it 
will purge. ham and do bin good. for the tirhe to 
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come ; itbetheſerough hands (as one faid of 7zcots) 
that bring us ſavoury meat, and carty away the bleſ- 
ſing when they have done : As David blefled Abrga?l, 
when ſhe merhim and ſftaied him from his evillpur- 
poſe, 1 Sam. 25.32. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael 
that bath ſent the 10 meet me-this day, and bleſſed be thy 
advice, and bleſſed be thou which haſt. kept me this day 
from ſbedding of blood, A flatterer may pleaſe a man at 
the firſt; but a plain-dealing friend hath his bleſſing 
at the laſt; and ſuch an one did Deviddefire to be 
ſmittenby, becauſe he knew that he woulddo it, {ne 
adulatione without flattery. 

Laſtly, ifa righteous man ſmite, though hedo it 
(as I have ſhewed) 1. S:nefele, without gall, 2. 'S:e 
publicatione, without notice. 3. Sine contumeliagwith- 
out diſgrace. 4. Sine adulatione withour flattery, yet 
which isthe mainofall. 5. Nox fine Deo, not with- 
out God, If Davidcould fay of hisenemy that cur- 
ſed him, Le: him alone,for God bath bidgen him to carſe; 


much more ſafely maiſt thou ſay of thy friend that 
Teproves thee,|et himalone,for God hath bidden him 


to ſmite. Andas the Apoſtle faith of Miniſters, that 
God doth extreat you by ws; ſo perſwade your ſelves,that 
God doth reprove you by them : Do not therefore 
reliſt, do notreje&good counſell, leſtthou be found 
to be 34/uryc44n oppoer, a fighter againſt God. For be- 
leeve it, if thou doſtnot hearken to Godwhen here+ 
ves thee by thy friend, thou ſhalt one day heare 

im to thy-coſt when God will reprove thee by him- 
ſelf. Give eare and tremble at that ſame tuba terroris 
(as S. Aaſtez cals it) that trumpetof terrour, or that 
terrible trumpet, Pal. 50.2 1, Theſe things baft thou 
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done, and I beld my peace, whereupon thou thoughteft 
wickedly that 1 was ſuch an one as thy ſelf (that is, one 
that ſeeth evill doneand by ſikence gives conſent,and 
takes pleaſure in them that do it)-Bur 7 will reprove 
thee (faith God) and ſer thy ſins in order beforethine 
eyes, Tremble (I ſay) at the voice ofthis Trumpet ; 
Thou that ; wilt neither reprove thy ſelf when thou 
baſt done evill, nor ſuffer others by reproote todo 
thee good; aſlire thy ſelf,there is one above that will 
reprove thee when he comes to judge thee, who will 
ſo-marſhall, and rank, and ſet thy fins in order before 
thee;that thou ſhalt not be able to anſiyer him to one. 
of a thouſand. Therefore as $; Aaſftizdelired of God 
in another caſe, Domine hic ure, hic ſeca, ut in poſterum 
ſaves, Lord cut me and ſcorch me here, that thou 
maiſt heal meand cure me hereafterz ſo let thy pray- 
er to God beto the ſame efte, Lord ſmire me andre- 
prove me here, that I may have nathing to anſwer for, 
nothing to be _—_— for, when I go from hence. 
So nauch briefly for the ſecond generall part of my 
Text, why 2evid did make choſe of a Righteous 
man to-ſmite bim.. Thenexr is, | 7 
3 Acceptatzo fraternecorreptions, the well-taki 
of-brotherly reprebenfion ; the Text faith, zr ſhal 
a bindueſſe. But what willthe world ſay, if ſmiti 
be a kindnefle, a man ſhall be ſure to have aaghey 
it, ifhe will take that ſo kindly, he ſhall nor want for 
kindiieſſe;as. this world goes: Such kindnefle as this 
Ananias couldafford S. Paul, 48s 23.2. Smire bim 
on.che mouth (faith he) when hewas ſpeaking how he 
had lived in all good conſcience before God untill 
shat.day; This kindnefle' the "— could afford 
our 
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our Saviour, Tohz 18: whenhe hadthus ſpoken, oze of 
the Officers mbich ſtood by ſmote Teſws 0 thefare , werk 
the palm of his hand, This kindneſle Zederhiahcould 
afford Micaiah, x Reg.22. He went neer and ſmote hin 
03 the cheek. Doubtleſle if one inangerhad ſmitten 
Ahabs or the High-prieſts Dog inthar place, and'in 
that preſence, he ſhould have ſmarted'for it; bur this 
they thought was kindnefle good enough forthem 
that durſt'do nootherbuttake it. So-that as Abſa- 
ldm ſaid to Haſbar, when to his thinking he had (hei- 
ed him a plot how to: undermine his father Davi, 
2am. 16:17 . 151brs thy kindneſſe o'thyfiiend (ſaith 
he?) ſo if this,if ſmitingandbatflingjand backbiting, 
be a friendly kindneſle,a marr ſhall havekindnefſe and 
friendſhip enough as this world goes; he ſhall never 
need: to beg, for-it, he ſhalthaveitwithoutasking 3. 
but if he look forany other friendſhip or kindneſke, 
he may.chance SE it, and fall ſhort of his 
expeRation; ſuch friends as Tacitus ſpeaks of, queibus 
deerat inimitus, ab amicts ſunt oppreſs?, they thar had 
AO ny ro oppreſſe & abuſe them, were abuſed and 
oppreſſed by their friends; ſuch as. theſe the-world is 
full of ;and ſuch kindnefſſe as /u/5an ſhewed the poor 
Chriſtians, that would fmite themon the one cheek 
to ſee whether theywouldturnthe other,. ſhallbe of- 
fere a man whetherbe will or no, Lſay, be that will 
take ſmiting kindly, ſhall bavekindneſſe good tore : 
But that is not themeaning of my Text,” The Origi- 
nall 15, percatzat me 12 meſericordia,ler him iſmite me 
iQ mercy, or in compaſſion to my ſoule, that would 
do ill orworſe if it were not ſmitten; and welldorh 
defcrvetobe Ay kitdneſſe in many reſpedts; 
EQ . : I. 
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-1 will but: touch them ;-and paſſe-them over; 

1 It is a kindnefle' Reducere errantem, if it bebut 2 
ſheep that is loſtand gone aſtray,” hethat willreduce 
it and bring it home to the Sheepherd &to the fold, 
it is 2 kindnefſe you will ſay : Nowallwe like ſheep 
havegone aſtray (faith the Propher) and we acknow- 
ledge it daily to God/inour publick confefſion, we 
haveerred and ſtrayed from thy wayes like loſt ſheep. Now 
the ſheep (as the Philoſopher faith) is pecus erracs- 
cn, 2 kinde ofcatrelithat is given moretowandring 
and ftrayingrhawany other whatſoever ; 'and beſides 
that ſuch is the fimplicity and the fooliſhnefle of a 
ſheep, that being once" loſt and aftray, it hath 
not the wit-nor underſtanding of it felfeverto re- 
turn and come home _ (as a Dogora Spaniel 
will do)but wanders rand further,ualeſle ſome 

d body orotherdochance to (eek it up and finde 
1t, and bring it home : even fuch arewe, too apt to 
go aſtray from God, andtoloſe our ſelves ina laby- 
rinth of fin, bur have not thewir not the grace ofour | 
ſelves evertorerur tothe Sheepherd and Biſhop of 
our ſoul efood body orother be a means 
under God, torteduce, +5 reclaim and bring.us home 
to Chriſt, Now he that ſhall ſee his friend rhus gone 
aſtray , and ſhall: by-whokeſome' admonitions,' and 
friendly reprebenfions; endeavourto reduce him and 
bring him back ro God, Isnor this akintneſſe ? 

2 It is akindndſle Sanare agrotum, to Tecover One 
that is fick,and make one found that is ina conſump- 
tion; ſuch is a man fat gone irbſin; asthe Apoſtle 
faith ofithe! Crevians, Thew'rc4 $ithey were 6 14 5ijer 
evil beaſts loi bellies, _ «'matwould thifk 
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it a vain thing to meddle with fuch aswere ſo farre 

,gone ina ſpirituall conſumption, ſo lick tothe o_ 
with 2 ſurfeit of ſin , yer (faith the Apoſtle) donot 
deſpair of their cure, bur rebuke them ſharply £noriuor, 
Cuttingly;thar theymay be ſound inthe faith, A rotten 
Cretian by ſharp reproof may be made a ſound Chri- 
ſtian. Thus-when a-man iscorrupt in his conſcience, 
and rotten in his eommunication (as the Apoſtle 
cals filthydiſcourſe 8'rr nyo, Rotten communication, 
Epbeſ. 4.29 .) ay, when a mans foul is almoſt con- 
ſamed and deadand rotten to God-ward ; he that by 
wholeſome advice, and-heavenly-phyſtck:can recover 
fuch an one,. and- make himſound in his heartand in 
his faith to God, is notthis a kindnefle ?- 

3 It isa kindneſle Suſeitare lethargum,yhen 2 man 
isin a | ie where fleep- may be his death ; or if 
a man ſhould ſleep-onthetopof a ——_— 
nod may: endangerhis life; he that ſhall awake ſuc 
an one before: any: harm befallhim, itis a kindpeſſc 
even that. And ſuch is the.caſe ofall impenitent fin- 
ners; Amake thou thas ſleepeſt and ſtand up from the dead, 
and Chriſt (ball give thee life, Beleeve it, ſecurity is as 
dangerous a ſleep to the.ſoul,as lethargy is to the bo- 
dy;. now. when a man ſhalt lic inwickedneſlſe ; asa® 
carrion lies in rottenneſſe, and-ſhall flecp away his 
Mieathenghoog his damnation fleepeth not; hethat 
ſhallawake ſuchan one by.ſirring reprehenſions, leſt 
(if he- were let alone). he. might fleepas Sera did 
(which God forbid) who ſlept but never awaked 
again, Is.not this a kindnefle > . | 

4 It. is a kindneſſe Ligare inſanumto bind a-mad 
man, to chain up onethat js bereft of his ſenſes and 


wits,, 
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wits, ho if they wereat liberty might endanger hi:ns 
(elf andothers; now Selomor tels us, Eccleſ. 7: that 
the heart of man is full of evill, and madnefle is in his. 
heart while he liveth:fee how Bedlamlike ſome men 
are in their ſury and-paſſton, ſivear and curſe, and even 
worry. their God and Saviour ; when they-are provo- 
ked by man; they right their ſpleen upon God. Yea, 
if their words were the. ſame indeed, that they are 
faid-to be in effeR, .if they.werebut ſwords, and ar- 
rowes,andrafors indeed,that would pierce and wound 
the body,as they woundand pierce Paſha nothin 
ſhould Nricfie mzbut the-lives and bloud & deat 
of thoſe thathave offended them; ſuch miſchievous, 
- ſuch murthering words do they ſpit like venome out 
of theirhelliſh;naouthes now thes, he that can over> 
awe ſueh an pn wn} rey ſober reprehenſions, | 
that canover-comeand over-powerandover-rulchim: 
with good language and good per{waſions, Ne quid 
loquare durins (a5. God Fith toZuban,Gen,z124.) 
and ſmite him-ſo, as that he dares not-ſmice again; . 
but cry God. and. his Neighbour mercy forwhar he 
_ en and done:amiſſe.,, Is not this a kind-- 
nelle ? | 

5- Laſtly,it isa kindneſle Liberare perditum,to fave 
a loſt man that is in gmminent danger ofdrowning- 
and death; it he.bave not ſpeedy help, -it was Moſes 
caſe whenwe was in the river, had it not been forthe 
kindnefle of Pharaohs daughter ; it-was ſeremres caſe | 
when he was inthedungeon, had it-not been for the 
kindnefle of his ſpeciall friends ; and.-it-is the caſe of 
wany a man that is fallen from God intoa gulf, into 2 
whirl-poole of ſin,that winds.& _— and ſucks bin” 
| 3., | tn % 4 
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in, there is no poſſibility that bis ſoul ſhould ſcape 
dro vning and death; "if mercy belp-not'out': Iris 
faid of the Prodigall child, Lute 15.13. thar hewa- 
fted bis ſubſtance with riotous lruing, (fo wereade it) 
but the Originall is more ſignificant,» «5579; which 
15 in- proper tetmes, He lived un(avingly ; as much to 
ſay, as-in that courſe that he took; he was a loſt man 
and could not have been ſaved, had he not reverted 
and repented as he did. And ſuchan unſaving life 
doth many a man leade,ingluttony and drankennefle, 
inriotand prophaneneſle, 8c. that: God cannot kee 
his own rath, andfave his ſoul.” Now he that ſhall 
ſee bis friend inſuch a way of wickedneſle, that as he 
. faid, /pſa fi cupiar ſalm,&c. if (alvation it ſelf ſhould 
come down from Heavenand offer it ſelfto ſuch an. 
one, he would not, hewere'fiot incaſe to accept it); | 
He, I 'fay, that-by words of morion canwork upon | 
fiich a mans heart, can bring him to repentance, that 
be may become ſelvabiles within the compaſle and 
poffibility of being ſaved ; Is notthisa kindnefle ? 
It youwill belceve $.lames, Chap. 5 ult.it 15 the 
teſt kindnefle in the world, He that comverteth a [1nmer 
from the erroar of his way,ſhall ſave a ſoul from death,and 
ſball bide a multitude of ſins. Therefore as Saul ſaid to 
the Ziphies when they came and told him where Da- 
uid was, 1Sam.23.21. Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, for ye 
have had compaſſion uyon me, So he that harh any 
grace, Or but good narure int him, will blefſe God for 
fuch a Miniſter, or Neighbouror Friend, that will 
thew him the errour of h1s way; that willltelt him of 
his ſinnes, and take it as a mercy, and a mdneſſe and 
a compaſhon to his foul, - * "4 j 
_ n 


And {65:1 come inthe laftplace;tothe cxaltation 
of this kindnefſe aboye all thathathbeen ſpoken; It 
ſhall-be. Ole! capitis (as the Origihall hathit)-it 
ſhall be:a ſoveraigne, a precious, and an'cxcellent 
031 that ſhalt zv1 break 'my head. When I: firſt took this 
rext, in hand,'this ſeemed\unto me avery ftrangeand 
an uncouth' expreſſion/3\if rhe Prophetthad faxd, It 
ſhall be a fone. that ſhall notbreakmy head}, or a 
ſtaff, or a'club that ſhalt not break any head, &c. we 
bad cafily underſtood him, but to ſpeak ofan oy), or 
abalm; which we know tobe lo ſoft, ſo ſupple}, fo 
lith and'gentle an ointment, that he ſhould ſpeak of 
breaking | 
troubled me a while , ril{-ar. length I conceived-it 
might be ſpokendy<ontraries: as when 2 Phyſician 


ivcs 2 patient fome-pettonl}; orcordiall, and faith, . 


Tzke this, iewAlnorfrurcyou, hismeaning is, it will 
helpand do himnrgood Sothisoytſhall not break my 
bead, that is; _ heal it;' being axe * my 
own corruption ;by Satans temptations, and by the 
aflentiono ſuch fter me inmy fins.” . © - 4 
But why doth he mention hishead? why«doth he 
not fay as well, Itſkall norbreak my arms, or it ſhall 
not break my legs, 8c. Anſw. The head, vou know, 
is the principall part of man, that which is ncereſt, 
and gives life and.influenceto all the lower parts, if 
that be. broken all the body fares the worſe. It is a 
known place, Marth; ro. Bewiſe as Serpents, Now the 
wildome of the Serpent (they ſay) conſiſteth chiefly 
in this, that he will expoſe his body toany danger, 
take any wound in bis body;'fo he may but ſave bis 
head, becauſe he knowes that his life lies ig his head: 
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{o is Chriſt ourhead; and all our ſpirituall life lieth 
in him, and floiveth from him ; therefore our princi- 
pall care ſhould be, whatever bodily danger we ex- 
poſe our ſelves unto, to hold life in the head, hold 
fith and affiance in Ieſus Chriſt. Butthat is notall: 
I take it, when he ſxith, it ſhall not break my bead, his 
meaning is, It ſhall break ſomethingelſe about him 
that ſhall be better for him; as thus, /t ſhall nor break 
my bead, but it ſhall break my heart ; he that breaks a 
mans head, doth him an ill office that may endanger 
bk life but he _ TI gap or fame 

mmer that feremy {peaks @h,7er.2 3.29 .0Dy the pow- 
erfull - ſubduing Wed of God, Joth him a right 


goodoffice, that may bea means t h Godsbleſ- 
hog to prepare his ſoul for grace, and make hima 
veflel capableof mercy, for Dew« © lewm miſericordie 


a0 infundit,niſi4uV45 comtrieum,God never powreth 
the oyl of his mercy,” but into broken veſſels, thar is, 
into broken hearts, that are-rent and torn (as it were) 
with remorſe and forroiv forfin, As God threatned, 
Hoſ.13.8. 1 will vend the kall of their bearts ; rather 
than hewil ſuffer ſin to dwell where his throne ſhould 
be.So this ning notto break heads,but to break 
hearts, which is better. Or thus, It ſhall not break 
my head, but it ſhall break my fins head, or the head 
of my ſins; as David ſaith, Pſal,7 4.14. The heads of 
Dragons are broken 1u the waters : whatare theſe Capt- 
ta Draconum, theſe heads of Dragons ? butcapicall 
crimes, predominant and maſter-ſins, that do 4v3iru = 
and «zraxprevei» (45 the Apoſtle ſpeaks) thatufurp au- 
 thority and domincere 1n the ſoul,and threaten to 
devoure the.conſcience if they be not taken Roy 
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or ob armig-abc =p agg . in the teares 
_ ly ſorrow for fin. Now he that can be a means 
ve his friends head, and break his fins head; to 
cheriſh the one,and _w the other, Is not this a kind- 


neſle worth acceptation ? 
FS. man bath an enemy that doth him wrong, the 


counſels wang 10 heap coales of fire upon his 
| wt Ram. 13. 20. what arc theſe Carbones #7 829 | 
w_ ny coales, or coales of fire, which the 
ſtle would have a man heap on his enemies head: 
Sacly (I think) he means no other than thoſe, Rom, 
” rallalnd and anguiſh, indignation and wrath, 


' theſtal of overy 4: doth evill ( purpoſe 
Tuan ;hbour. tbour.) Now thus ftends he caſe He 


| his own recompenſerl1 
* forevlie —_ @— his own head, - 


If liable to the remand 
Dm be that _ patient forbearance commits 
| his cauſeto God, and renders forevil, he heaps 
ovales of fire on his enemies thats, he faves 
himſelf from , and transferrerh the indi ti- 
on and _— > v0 met; bim, 
on whom in hm will re vengeance 
when be comes to-judgement. And this is the way to 
be revenged of anenemy. 
But then if a man have a friend that hewiſheth well 
unto;and fainwould reclaim him from his evill life ; 


Poved roman _ roma ,and 
pomre drops of oy bps is head, that is; molli 
and melt him, and wor » eo Aemeony fox re» wn 
by milde rebukes and pint Sn his 


My Aa bearer fall ovary highead) it mix 
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do him good for his. ſoul, but ſhall never do him 
wrong for bislife or reputation. And this I take to 
be the meaningof my Text.The ſumme ofallisthis, - 
Look what -vertue, what excellency. there is in the 
moſt ſoveraigne, moſt pretious oyls or balſomes for 
the ſalubrity and health of the body ; the very ſatue 
are to befound in kinde and gentleadmonirions for 
the health and welfare of the ſoul. Fitlytherefore 
doth David reſemble it to oyl in many reſpects; L will 
but name them and conclude. 

1 9u'a medetur wulneribus,you know that balſome 
which 15 nothing elſe but oyl, is a ſoveraigne remedy 
eſpecially for a green wound ; ſo is ſeaſonable repre- 
henſion a ſoveraigne cure for one that hath new] 
wounded his conſcience,or his credit by fin : Woul- 
deſt thou doa ſpirituall cure upon thy friend,let him 
not run on till he be feſtered and rankled with a ha- 
bit of ſinning, but take him while thewound is green: 
Ve ſee in Gezeſis that when Adam had ſinned, God 
came to him in the coole of the evening the ſame 
day, andreprebended him forit; becauſe God would 
not haye him ſleep one night in his fin. A Candle 
new blown our, is ſoon blown in again; anda wound 
newly taken, is ſooner healed ; if thou wouldeſt heal 
thy friend give him this balſome intime. 

2 guts expelli venenum, therebe oyls, (as Sallet 
oyls.&c.) that are of ſpeciall vertue to expell perſon 
raken inwardly ; fin is ofa poiſonfull nature, that ve- 
nomes and endangersthe very life of the foul (David 
compares. it to the poyſon of Alges, which is the 
_ deadlieſtofall poiſons :) hath thy friend taken poi- 
-{on,bath he baned himſelf by preſumptuous ws 4 
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him this oyLrebuke him lovingly,it will cither fetch 
the poiſon upward by a penitent confeſſion, or drive 
it downwards, and make him proſtrate himſelf at the 
footof God;one way or other.it wil work upon him; 
9u1aexbilarat favrem, Oylmaketh a man have a 
cheerfull countenance (fatth Davrd, and it is pitty 
his words ſhould be perverted and ſtraitned topatro- 
nize the painting of 7ezabel;) but my meaning is, 
when a mzn hath bcen gently rebuked bya friend, and” 
been wroughtthertby to a kindly repentance,to a ho- 
ly-fadnefle and dejedtion for {in,and therefore hath in 
a {incere penitentiall manner even ſhriven himſelf co 
his God; you would not belceve what a cheerful- 
nefle this breeds in a fad heart, how lightſome he 
ſhalt be after his former lumpiſhneſle ; quaſs wolrrare 
facet (as a Father faith) it even carries a man above 
ground , and makes him forget the beſt of natures 
comforts. | | 
4 Qua penerrat corda,There be oyls of that vertue, 
that they will enter thorow the skinand fleſh, and 
bones,and work uponthe very marrorw that is within. 
Such vertue hath the word of G94, being powerful- 
ly applicd and chafed in by the warme and ſoft hand 
ofa-kind and loving friend, it will enter into the ve 
ſecrets of the heart, and work upon the vety ſout 
and ſpirit, and do a cure there, where no earthly me- 
dicine can take place, 

5 : Qu1a recuperat morituram.. $, Tames tels us that 
ig the Primitive Church, when a man was fick unto 
death, the elders of the Church anointed him with 
oyl, which by the miraculous vertue that God gave 
unto it,was a Means tO OI” party: from ni 

2 the. 


theother concern 


the Papiſts derive their extrenie Vnetion',; which 
(God knowes) is butanapiſhuneffeuall miſ.imita- 
tion ofa miracle which now is ceaſed inthe Church, 
and eventhen could not be done by every: Elder, for 
all had not the gift of beating (as the Apoſtle tels us :) - 


this. is indeed the only' (pirituall oyl that we are to 


apply. unto. men: on their death-beds, to ſpeak com- 
ortably, te- their hearts, to work kindlyupontheir 


.conſciences, and-to- prepare their ſouls for Heaven 


by wholeſome admonitions, 
I. will oy all with wag inferences ; the 
Qne:concerning the party;w uky"it'15 tO reprove : 
ing the perſon whoſe deſert it is'to 
bereproved. | | 


: -Artthoua right-wiſe man, onwhom God hath 
given underſtanding-and grace to depart from evill, 
and to keep thy ſelf unſpottedof the world, andunde- 
filed fromgreat offences ; and doft thou ſeethy bro- 


' ther fin unto. death. (as S. 7ob» ſpeaketh,) andeven 


ruſh into-fin, as the Horſeruſheth into the batrell (as 
rhe Prophet expreſleth :) thatis,withour care,or fear, 
or wit: doeft thou fee him powreout/himſelfunto 
wickedneſle, 8 caſtawayhimſelfamong wickedcom- 
panions(as:S. ſsdefpeaketh offomeguerf. x 1.thatare 
caſt. pag 4 po out, _ _— Balzams 
wages, 10 the weutwas ignites, theyare powted 
out-:) ſothat as water when it  ndedind runs ever 
tothe loweſt places ; ſo it there be-any place or any 
C lower and baſer, and-worſer than other, thi- 

her.he runs, and there he reſts. Ina word, doeſt thon 
ſee him (like 2 -graceleſle- ) ro feaſt wirhonrt 
om pan fc, 


= 
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and live without God:: and thou that baſtacharge 
of tiis ſoul as being either hisparent, his maſt-r, his 
miniſter,or his overſecr and therefore oughteſt to be, 
that which wicked' Cazz refuſed to def mean, thy 
Brothers keeper : wilt thou: (I lay) jaitu, connive 
and wink at all this,and let him alone to fink or frim 
at his own perill > God forbid : No (faith God Lev, 
19-17.) thou ſhalt 1x any wiſe rebuke him, and no: ſuffer 
fin to lye upon bim-: {in is 2. heavie load, the Apoſtle 
cals it wx iZoyd;gthe thing thatprefſeth down, Heb, 2.1. 
Wilt thou ſee thy brother laden with fin,and preſſed 
down under the weight Of it, as: a poore beaſtunder 
his burthen,and notendeavour by wholeſome admo- 
nitions to help him, wilt thou not rebuke him for 
fear of angring him ? That is ascruell 2 mercy, as if 
thou ſhouldeſt forbear to ſave a. man from drowning, 
leſt thou ſhouldeſt hurthis arme, or rend his cloaths 
by dtawing him out, Or thus, -1zcrepando zucrepabis, 
In yen, ſhalt rebuke him,and ſhalt not bear 
his fin for him: that's a worſe inconvenience , for a 
man that hath ſo many fins ofhis own, to bearano- 
ther mans ſins beſides his own, and allbecauſe he did 
forbeat him in his {in tis likethe mutuall embrace- 
ments of two in a River, which is a means without 
mercy to drown them horh.. Thou therefore that art 
a Right-wiſe man, as thou loveſt thy ſelf,and tendreſt 
the everlaſting of thy own, and of thy brothers 
ſoul be not wantingin this office of kindnefſe;though 
ps it ſhoaldbe unkindly taken ; for whereas my 
text ſairh,Ler the righieom ſmire mezit is not a wordof 
permiſs10n; let him ifhe pleaſe, or it he think-good of 
it: bur it js a 0rd of NE oh himdo ir, (that i) 
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Let him ſee that he do it,and look that he do it faith- 
fully, and do itcffecually, for the comfortand dil- 
charge ofhis own ſoul in the ſightof God. 

2 Art thou adelinquent in thefight of Godand _ 
the World, onethzt makeſtatradeot finand ſtandeſt 
chargeable in thy ſoul, with that which ſeparates and 
divides betwixt a man and his God:and doth aright- 
wiſe man undertake thee, ina ſober, in a ſeeret,ina ſa- 
cred manner to reprove thee for thy good z benot 
thou (as David ſpeaketh,Pſal.32.9.) Like Horſe or 
Mule, that are without underſtanding : you know that 
Horſes and Mules :can well endure, andare wont to 
take notice of thoſe that feed them, and bring them 
provinder, and make much ofthem; butthey cannot 
endure thoſe that come about them, to drench them 
or bleed them, or to meddle with their fefes, though 
they-interd nothing therein, but their good ; becauſe 
they have only. ſence 3 whereby they perceive ſomo. 

preſent wm in the one, but have no underſtanding 
to apprehend any -futuregood inthe other, Be nor 
thou of ſuch a brutiſhdiſpoſirion, to love thoſe that 
flatter thee,and hate thoſe that wouldreform thee;bur 
rather (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) ſuffer the words of exhor- 


141102: as men that are to be cutofthe ſtone fuffer 
- themſelves to be. bound and piniond bythe Chirur- 


gcon, and to have inciſion made uponthem for their. 


L g20d, ſodothou expoſe thy ſelf to the ſtroke of any 


aithtull friend, andreceivewith meekneſle thoſe lo- 


"yang reprehenfions, which-may be a meanes through 


Gods mercy to fave thy ſoule. Say as a Father did, 
Feni.Phizehas, come Phineas, let any good man come 
that beares good zcale to God,and ſmite my. wicked 


heart, 


heart , and wound my hayry ſcalpe for going on in 
my wickedneſle. And when thy friend ſhall ſmite 
thee, do thou comply with him and ſmite thy ſelfe.; 
likegs the Smith and his Man, the Maſter ſmites and 
the Fan ſmites,and both work upon the ſame Iron to 
make it malleable and fit for uſe : ſo when thy Maſter 
Chriſt Iefus ſhall ſmite upon thine Iron heart by the 
band of any faithfull friend, be thou ready with thine 
own hammer to {mite it too; as that Publicandid in 
the Goſpell, who ſmote hisbreaſt, (as a man that was 
angry with his own heart, that it would not relentor 
yceld to God,) and then criedout in the bitterneſſe 
of his ſoul (like a man that was utterly undone,) 
God te mercifull to me a ſinner : thus dothou, in an ho- 
ly indignation ſmite thy ſelf for thy former fins, and 
five even to be revenged of thy ſelf for offending 
thy God; fo ſhalt thou eſcape the vengeance due un- 
to thy ſins (to be ſmitten with Scorpions) and thy 
ſoul ſhall receive a further mercy from God, that by 
the ſtripes of Icſus Chriſt thou ſhalt be healed, by 
bis Crofle thou ſhalt be quitted, and by his blood 
_ thou ſhalt be ſaved from ever being ſmitten inthe 
worldto come. Which God of his mercy grant un- 
to us all, for Teſus Chriſt his ſake, to whumwith 
.thee and the holy Ghoſt begivenand aſcri- 
- bed all honour and glory.; be done and 
performedall ſervice and duty from 
this time forth for evermore. 
Amen, 


FINIS. 
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